










ELLENIC REPUBLIC 

UNIVERSITY OF CRETE 

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT (MODIP) 

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES 

50th / 25.01.2024 MEETING 
OF THE QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT (MODIP) 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CRETE 

 

STUDY PROGRAMME MATTERS 

Item 3: 
Results of the internal evaluation of the Interinstitutional MSc Programme 
“Brain and Mind Sciences” of the School of Medicine of the University of Crete. 

 

The MODIP Committee of the University of Crete, having taken into consideration: 

• The provisions of Law 4957/2022 (Government Gazette 141/A/21.07.2022). 

• Article 470 (“Transitional Provisions”) of Law 4957/2022. 

• Senate Decision 5205/26.04.2018 on the establishment of the Interinstitutional 
Postgraduate Programme “Brain and Mind Sciences” and Senate Decision 
506/19.10.2023 on its amendment, in accordance with Law 4957/2022. 

• Senate Decision 19574 on amendments to the Internal Quality Assurance System 
(IQAS) of the University of Crete. 

• Senate Decision 408/16.05.2019 approving the updated Quality Manual of the IQAS 
(Process 4.1: Internal Evaluation). 

• Senate Decisions 492/24.11.2022 and 505/28.09.2023 concerning the constitution 
and reconstitution of the MODIP Committee. 

• Document No. 37948/24.10.2023 from the President of HAHE regarding submission 
of certification proposals for postgraduate programmes. 

• MODIP Decision 46/20.12.2023 approving the work instruction for internal 
evaluation of postgraduate programmes. 



• MODIP Decision 48/12.01.2024 establishing the Internal Evaluation Group (OMEA). 

• The Internal Evaluation Report dated 19.01.2024 submitted by the Programme 
Director, Professor Vasileios Raos. 

• The Findings Report dated 24.01.2024 with proposed corrective and preventive 
actions, submitted by the appointed rapporteur, Professor Antonios Stamatakis 
(National and Kapodistrian University of Athens). 

Following discussion among its members, 

Unanimously decides the following: 

It approves the Findings Report dated 24.01.2024 for the Interinstitutional MSc Programme 
“Brain and Mind Sciences” of the School of Medicine of the University of Crete. 

 

FINDINGS REPORT 

Responsible Rapporteur: 
Antonios Stamatakis, Professor of Biology – Behavioural Biology, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens 

 

Programme: MSc “Brain & Mind Sciences” 

Department: Medicine (Interinstitutional MSc) 

The Interinstitutional MSc “Brain & Mind Sciences” provides high-quality postgraduate 
studies covering a broad thematic spectrum of Brain and Mind Sciences, including: 
Neuroanatomy, Neurophysiology, Neuropharmacology and Neuroendocrinology, Brain 
Imaging, Neuropsychology, Developmental Psychology, Philosophy of Mind, Neural 
Networks, Computational Neuroscience, Cognitive Science and Artificial Intelligence 

It is among the first MSc programmes nationwide to adopt an interdisciplinary approach to 
the study of the brain and mind across multiple levels of analysis. 

It combines: Basic Neurobiology, Computational Neuroscience, Artificial Intelligence, 
Social/Cognitive Neuroscience 

This integrated approach aims to address fundamental scientific questions, such as: How 
does the brain function? How is brain function related to behavior? 



The participation of numerous faculty members of the University of Crete and researchers 
from FORTH (Foundation for Research and Technology – Hellas), with significant research 
activity spanning the programme’s thematic areas, together with the wide range of 
educational and research opportunities offered to students, creates an attractive 
programme contributing to high-level knowledge acquisition. 

Based on: The academic and research reputation of faculty in Greece and internationally, 
the high academic level of graduates, the programme’s presence at national and 
international level, student evaluations of teaching and research activities, it can be stated 
with certainty that the Interinstitutional MSc “Brain & Mind Sciences” meets the highest 
standards for postgraduate education in the Sciences of Brain and Mind. 

 

STRENGTHS 

1. Interdisciplinarity. 

2. Innovative approach to neuroscience, integrating biological (cellular and systems), 
computational, and social/cognitive neuroscience perspectives. 

3. Dynamic and diverse postgraduate student community due to intake from different 
academic backgrounds and study cycles. 

4. Teaching staff: high scientific expertise, strong research presence, high-quality 
instruction. 

5. Strong integration of teaching with research through laboratory training. 

6. Excellent laboratory infrastructure. 

7. High percentage of graduates continuing to the next study cycle (PhD). 

 

WEAKNESSES 

1. Relatively low participation of postgraduate students in the evaluation process. 

2. Prolonged duration of studies. 

 

PROPOSED CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 

1. Ensure greater participation of students in the internal evaluation process. 



2. Strengthen collaboration between students and academic advisors to shorten study 
duration. 

 

PROPOSED PREVENTIVE ACTION 

1. Increase outward orientation: 

o Increase the number of invited speakers on cutting-edge topics. 

o Enhance dissemination and visibility of the programme within the academic 
and research community, both nationally and at European level, with the aim 
of attracting students. 

 

Athens, 24/01/2024 
The Responsible Rapporteur 
Antonios Stamatakis 

 

The MODIP Committee approves the list of Preventive/Corrective Actions as recorded. 

Signed: 
Professor Georgios Kosioris 
President of MODIP 

(Official seal of the Quality Assurance Unit) 

 


